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Attack on immigrants is an attack on us all 
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Government 
cuts health care, 
hands billions 
to corporations 


M ost of us are familiar 
with the numbers: 45 
million people with no 
health insurance, and every year 
the number seems to grow. And 
now we’re told the government 
has cut Medicaid (federal-state 
health insurance for the poor), 
and proposes to cut Medicare 
(federal health insurance for the 
elderly and disabled). 

The simple fact is, the government is 
steadily abandoning any responsibility 
for the people. In an age when technol¬ 
ogy and globalization are eliminating 
jobs, wages and benefits for millions 
around the globe, the cuts in govern¬ 
ment-financed health care represent a 
corporate government cutting off work¬ 
ers the corporations don’t need. 

Congress in February approved a law 
that alters Medicaid, the government 
health care program for the poor that is 
jointly financed by the state and federal 
governments. The net effect of the new 
law is cuts that will amount to nearly $5 
billion over five years. According to the 


Congressional 
Budget Office, the 
law means mil¬ 
lions of low-in¬ 
come people will 
have to pay more 
for health care, 
and some will do 
without care or 
drop out of Med¬ 
icaid because of 
the higher copay¬ 
ments and premiums. 

And the Bush administration, in its 
recently proposed federal budget, 
would also cut Medicare, the federal 
health care program for the elderly and 
disabled. The cuts would reduce 
Medicare spending by nearly $36 bil¬ 
lion over the next five years, with hos¬ 
pitals taking the biggest hit. 

But somebody is making money off 
this. At the same time the government 
proposes to cut Medicare, the new 
Medicare prescription drug benefit, 
which kicked in January 1, will funnel 
billions of dollars to pharmaceutical 
companies, and will put billions more 
in the pockets of some of the nation’s 
largest companies by subsidizing drug 
costs for their retirees. General Motors, 



for example, is expected to receive $1.1 
billion over the next four years in drug 
subsidies for its retired workers. In fact, 
as the New York Times reported, 
“America’s largest companies expect 
the federal government to pay them 
about $4 billion over the next four years 
to help keep their retiree health plans 
alive at a time when such benefits are 
increasingly on the chopping block...” 

It’s no wonder these corporations 
want to shift their costs to the taxpayers. 
General Motors pays $1,500 in health 
care costs for each car it makes, while 
some of its competitors pay as little as 
$ 200 . 

It’s not a pretty picture - millions of 
people doing without health care, or 
suffering cuts in government-financed 


and employer-provided care, while bil¬ 
lions of our tax dollars are handed over 
to the very corporations that are cutting 
our benefits (if we have jobs). Mean¬ 
while, compare the cuts in benefits for 
workers to the billions more that are be¬ 
ing handed to the arms industry, and the 
$1 billion a week being spent on the 
Iraq war. 

Do we need more evidence that these 
corporations are destroying our lives, 
the future of our children, and our coun¬ 
try? It’s more clear than ever that either 
we, the people, take these corporations 
over and run them in our interest, or 
they will destroy us. We need a society 
that takes care of its members, and a 
government that accepts responsibility 
for the welfare of the people. 
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The attack on immigrants 


is an attack on us all 



Some of the more than 100,000 immigrants who rallied in Chicago against 
the immigration bill March 10. photo/adrian garcia 


COVER STORY 


As we go to press, hundreds of thou¬ 
sands of people are taking to the streets 
across the country to rally against HR 
4437, the anti-immigrant, anti-worker 
legislation that the U.S. House passed 
in December. In Chicago, Washington, 
D.C., and on March 25, in Los Angeles 
— where some 500,000 marched — 
immigrants and citizens stood up to re¬ 
ject the government’s attempt to further 
criminalize the undocumented and 
those who help them. More marches are 
planned. Also at press time, the Senate 
is preparing to take up its own version 
of this terroristic legislation. 

We should all be clear on one thing: 
An attack on immigrant workers is an 
attack on the entire working class. It 
should not matter where workers come 
from.Whether employed or unem¬ 
ployed at the moment, whether docu¬ 
mented or undocumented, workers are 
one class, united by the fact that they 
have to sell their labor power in order to 
live. The government’s attempt to 
scapegoat undocumented workers is in¬ 
tended to divert the attention of workers 


Whether employed 
or unemployed at the 
moment, whether 
documented or 
undocumented, 
workers are one class, 
united by the fact that 
they have to sell their 
labor power in 
order to live. 


away from the real source of economic 
crisis in the US, and is designed to get 
public support for draconian laws that 
take away the rights of all workers. All 
workers should regard the immigrant 
workers as their brothers and sisters, 
and should see the defending of immi¬ 
grants’ rights as a defense of everyone’s 
rights. 

It’s no accident that this attack is hap¬ 
pening in a time of economic crisis, or 
that the undocumented immigrant is the 
focus of the attack. Because the govern¬ 
ment has branded them “illegal,” they 


are an easy target; they can be painted 
as being without rights and blamed for 
everything from crime to unemploy¬ 
ment. This divide-and-conquer strategy 
has been used time and again by this 
country’s wealthy rulers to get the 
workers fighting each other instead of 
fighting the system that is making all of 
us poor. 

Although Latinos were the largest im¬ 
migrant group at the marches, other im¬ 
migrants were present, from Poland, 
Ireland, and Italy, to name a few. The 
protest was about making a defiant 
statement to the government and the 
public: the undocumented are tired and 
angry about being told they don’t belong 
in this country. They are an integral part 
of this economy just as everyone else. 
In Chicago, protesters carried signs that 
read, “We’re All Immigrants,” “Immi¬ 
grants Pay Taxes Too,” “I Am a Regis¬ 
tered Voter and I am Watching You,” 
“We are Not Criminals or Terrorists,” 
and “No HR 4437— Estados Unidos 
Nacion de Todos.” 

This attack on immigrants is not a 
new tactic by the US government. His¬ 
tory has shown that anytime the US 
faces an economic crisis immigrants are 
among the first who receive the blame. 
And especially since 9/11, immigrants 
have taken the brunt of the beating as 
the most vulnerable to (or the target of) 
the changes in policies dealing with 
“homeland security.” Many bills have 
been written by the government to im¬ 
pose restrictions on the immigrant pop¬ 
ulation and close off the border as a 
way to enhance “national security.” The 
result has been intense pressure on im¬ 
migrants. Immigrants are being shut off 


from their families, criminalized and 
placed in jail without due process, and 
accused of being terrorists and a threat 
to national security. With bills like HR 
4437, the US government is moving to 
implement stricter control over the 
whole population, not just the undocu¬ 
mented. 

The corporate government is also try¬ 
ing to divide workers with the claim 
that immigrants are taking jobs away 
from American citizens, when the real 
question is why doesn’t the system pro¬ 
vide enough jobs for everyone? 

In the past, many immigrants didn’t 
speak out for their rights for fear of be¬ 
ing deported. More recently however, it 
seems that immigrants are becoming 
aware that they have nothing to lose 
with the latest pressures from the 
government, like HR 4437. Immigrants 
are stepping forward to say they are part 
of this country’s working class, they are 
entitled to the same rights and protec¬ 
tions as every other worker, and they 
have a right as human beings to be able 
to thrive and create a life for their 
families. 

Their remaining here in the US is 
critical to their survival. If they are de¬ 
ported, many are essentially facing 
death. With this in mind they are going 
out with their fists high in the air. They 
are letting the world know they are not 
going out without a fight. Bravo! 

The attack on the undocumented is 
an attack on every worker. The working 
class must close ranks to defend itself 
by demanding that the undocumented 
have the same rights and protections as 
every other worker. 
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Detroit City Council votes for rate increase 
for water while 45,000 homes go without water 



Protest against Monica Conyers, who led the Detroit City Council’s effort to 
raise water rates. 


BY SANDRA REID 


The Detroit City Council 
voted in a rate increase of 
6 percent for water rates. They 
did not pass the Michigan 
Welfare Rights Water Afford¬ 
ability Program. This plan 
would keep this basic necessi¬ 
ty — water — on for Detroit 
households. Children are go¬ 
ing to school without drinking 
water or baths because up to 
45,000 homes are without wa¬ 
ter, unable to pay their water 
bills. Recently the Michigan 
Welfare Rights Organization 
(MWRO) called for Detroiters 
to begin placing their water 
bill payments in escrow 
pending enactment of the 
affordability plan. 


Highland Park, Mich., City 
Council passes resolution 
backing health care for all 

BY JAMES BISH 


The Highland Park City Coun¬ 
cil passed a resolution, without 
opposition, supporting HR 676 
(Medicare for all, Single Payer 
Universal Health Care, Every¬ 
body In-Nobody Out) at its Feb. 
20, 2006, meeting. HR 676 is 
legislation introduced in Con¬ 
gress by Rep. John Conyers (D) 
of Detroit, and is the centerpiece 
of the working class fight for uni¬ 
versal health care. 

The Council placed the resolu¬ 
tion on its agenda at the urging of 
Pamela Ortner, a nurse and the fa¬ 
cilitator of the Michigan National 
Health Care NOW coalition. 
Marian Kramer, of the Michigan 
Welfare Rights Organization, Dr. 
David Apsey of the Physicans for 
a National Health Plan, and Rev. 
Bullock, a Baptist minister of a 
Highland Park church, spoke in 
support of the resolution. The 
Metro Detroit Chapter of the La¬ 
bor Party issued a statement of 
support. 


Sylvia Orduno of MWRO said some 
City Council members had previously 
voted not to increase water rates. “But 
they were pressured by the mayor and by 
people from the suburbs who said that if 
costs weren’t raised, the water depart¬ 
ment could be under threat of a takeover. 
We told the council members that the is¬ 
sue is the 45,000 households who are 
without water and that many more fami¬ 
lies are in jeopardy of being cut off.” 

Sylvia said a long term solution like 
the Michigan Welfare Rights Water Af¬ 
fordability Program is needed. It scales 
rates to customer’s income. Affordabil¬ 
ity plans like these have resulted in up 
to 80 percent decreases in disconnects. 


BY JAMES BISH 


The Michigan Coalition For National 
Health Care NOW was invited to speak 
at the Feb. 24, 2006, luncheon of the 
Black Men In Unions (BMIU) Confer¬ 
ence and to distribute information pack¬ 
ets supporting HR 676. The result was 
that over 250 delegates out of some 700 
attendees signed commitment forms to 
become personally involved in the fight 
for HR 676, which is legislation intro¬ 
duced in Congress by Rep. John Cony¬ 
ers (D) of Detroit and is the centerpiece 
of the fight for Single Payer National 
Health Care. 


PHOTO /SYLVIA ORDUNO 

“But, all we got were promises from 
the mayor’s office to look at it — not a 
promise to implement it. It’s been 
stalled for the last two years,” said 
Sylvia. She said the pattern of raising 
rates, and the layoffs of city workers 
who maintain the water system, shows 
that the city is on the course of privatiz¬ 
ing the water. This is because their base 
is the business community — not the 
people getting shot. The director of De¬ 
troit water came from a private water 
company. 

Sylvia said the MWRO will keep 
pressuring council members at their 
homes, but they will not rely on politi¬ 
cians. “The MWRO and Call-em-out 


The coalition had been invited to 
speak by the University of Michigan 
Labor Studies Program, which con¬ 
vened the conference, held in down¬ 
town Detroit. This followed an earlier 
invitation to speak at the Union Lead¬ 
ership conference, held in January 
2006, in Ypsilanti, Mich. At that con¬ 
ference, some 40 delegates out of 125 
attendees signed commitment forms. 
Robert (Bob) Sisler, chair of the UAW 
Local 6000 Region 1A chapter, spoke 
there. A dynamic speaker, he was 
well-received. Sisler is the Local 6000 
Retirees representative to both the Na¬ 
tional Coalition For Health Care NOW 



Fighting the water rate hike. 
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co-organized a protest against Monica 
Conyers, Detroit City Council Pro Tern. 
She is the wife of John Conyers, who is 
supposed to be one of the most progres¬ 
sive Congressmen. She received the 
second largest vote in the last election. 
She was leading the vote to increase 
water rates. We also protested against 
Councilman Kwame Kenyatta, who had 
supported us but changed his vote in fa¬ 
vor of the mayor. We are now protest¬ 
ing at the home of Council President 
Kenneth V. Cockrel, Councilwoman 
Shelia Cockrel, Councilwoman Martha 
Reeves, and Councilwoman Alberta 
Tinsley-Talabie,” said Sylvia 

She added: “Our hats are off to 
Councilwomen Joann Watson, Barbara 
Rose Collins and Brenda Jones. These 
Council members have fought to get the 
Michigan Welfare Rights Water Afford¬ 
ability Program implemented.” 

Sylvia said, “Every day there is a re¬ 
port of new job cuts or layoffs, and the 
politicians don’t know what to do. We 
are reaching out to people everywhere 
and are going to Mexican Town to get 
them involved. We’re hearing they are 
also struggling with these same issues, 
and with immigration harassment. We 
will be having a big community conven¬ 
tion in Southwest Detroit after Cinco de 
Mayo and will be doing something on 
knowing your rights and gathering testi¬ 
monials. We have to keep educating and 
getting more people involved.” 


and the Michigan Coalition For Na¬ 
tional Health Care Now 
(MCFNHNOW). 

The MCFNHNOW chose Dr. Clau¬ 
dia Fegen, from Chicago, as the speaker 
at the BMIU’s conference. She is on the 
speakers bureau of the Physicians for a 
National Health Plan, a member of the 
Labor Party and part of the National 
Coalition For Health Care NOW. Also a 
dynamic speaker, she was well-re¬ 
ceived. Volunteers from UAW Local 
6000 Region 1A Retiree Chapter dis¬ 
tributed literature supporting HR-676 
and collected the commitment forms. 


Attendees at Black Men in Unions Conference show support for universal health care; 

Everybody In, Nobody Out! 
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ALL GOODBYES AIN’T GONE 

Regardless of ‘Settlement,’ Auto Barons Will Still Go After Retiree Health Care and Pensions 


BY THE PEOPLE’S TRIBUNE 
FLINT, MICH. 

CORRESPONDENT 

GM has reached a new 
agreement between UAW and 
Delphi. The packages pave the 
way for over 100,000 GM 
workers that they don’t need to 
either leave, retire or quit out¬ 
right. The package at Delphi 
gives 13,000 of it’s 23,000 
UAW members a chance to re¬ 
tire. 

As of this writing, many re¬ 
tirement eligible workers are 
greeting the deal with elation 
and relief — especially those at 
Delphi. They’ll take the money 
and run. Others have a healthy 
dose of skepticism waiting to 
see the fine print. In the mean¬ 
time, Delphi has not withdrawn its bankruptcy filing 
and in fact has declared that the March 30 filing dead¬ 
line is still the Hit Day for dissolving the UAW con¬ 
tracts. This should give great pause to the Delphi 
workers. Legacy costs are still setting out there for the 
company to cut, gut, or destroy wholesale through 
court action. With Delphi paying Chinese workers $3 
an hour, they are still seeking draconian wage and 
benefit packages from the reduced workforce left be¬ 


hind, along with plant clos¬ 
ings, which could very well 
include Delphi East in Flint. 

Hurricane Delphi appears 
to be quickly morphing into 
Hurricane GM. Many analysts 
see GM heading towards 
bankruptcy as they scramble 
to raise cash selling off shares 
of Suzuki stock, selling a ma¬ 
jority of its interest in its com¬ 
mercial mortgage unit and 
frantically seeking a buyer for 
it’s shares in GMAC, its prof¬ 
itable finance company. GM’s 
Junk Bond status continues to 
slide downward. The Wall 
Street Gods momentarily 
smiled on the recent ‘settle¬ 
ment.’ Yet, GM is going for¬ 
ward with plans to shutter 12 
plants by 2008. 

Whether workers accept the buyout or not, the real¬ 
ity is these auto barons are not finished with us yet. 
We cannot afford to retreat from this fight and what’s 
more we must strenghthen the fight. Technology and 
cheap labor overseas has rendered us useless to the 
corporation. They are spending cash to get us out of 
the plants and, as retirees, we will become a financial 
drain on them. 

Future Town Hall-style meetings in Youngstown, 


Ohio and Toledo, Ohio, as well as Detroit will no 
doubt generate more aggressive action as events un¬ 
fold, especially as the March 30 deadline (absent an 
agreement Delphi will seek to void union contracts) 
draws near. Some of these events are sponsored by 
grassroots Soldiers of Solidarity a.k.a. SOS. 

A march sponsored by UAW Local 599 in Flint, 
Mich., scheduled for April 29 at the State Capitol in 
Lansing, Mich., at 2 p.m., will go a long way in ad¬ 
vancing the cause of fighting in our own interest. The 
march, which will raise issues of health care, saving 
pensions and jobs, is another step in the right direction. 


The carrot and stick tactics of GM and Delphi 
are manifestations of a high stakes class war. 
When the stick was used to cut retirees’ health 
care a couple of months ago, it was called 
“historic.” When the carrot was used to offer 
buyouts to GM and Delphi workers, it was 
called “unprecedented.” The combatants in this 
class war must take up the fight not only to 
defend hard won wages and benefits of the 
past, but also with a view to fighting for a soci¬ 
ety where the system is organized around the 
needs of humanity rather than the needs of the 
GMs and Delphis of the world. In the end, 
that’s what the struggle is all about. 



Auto workers protesting Delphi cuts. 
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In Memory of Mary Ford, Warrior for Justice 

BY THE PEOPLE’S TRIBUNE FLINT, MICH. CORRESPONDENT 

FLINT, Mich. — Mary Ford, who died February 27, was a com¬ 
munity warrior for many years. She always stood on the side of so¬ 
cial and economic justice. No Justice, No Peace summed up Mary’s 
essence. 

You may have met Mary years ago on the City Hall lawn at the 
“Sleep-In for Open Housing” here in Flint. Maybe you ran into her 
in the courtroom of the DeWaters uprising defendants. Were you a 
member of one of several tenant unions that she organized? Or per¬ 
haps you were with Mary during her days with the Welfare Rights 
Organization championing the cause of poor women and children, 
challenging county and state welfare policies. Perhaps you met 
Mary when she was co-chair of the Madeline Fletcher Defense 
Committee. Maybe you saw her at the Flint Board of Education 
meetings or the Flint City Council meetings where at one time she 
was referred to as the tenth councilperson. 

This is just a small part of her activism. Over the years, Mary 
gained a broader understanding of the struggles she was fighting in. 
She learned that the root cause of social and economic injustice in our 
society stems from the system in which we live. She saw the need to 
not only fight the good fight but to raise awareness in the process that 
society as a whole needs to change. She continued to affiliate with 
Welfare Rights, but also worked with the Equal Rights Committee 
and other groups that challenged the core of a failed society. Recently, 
she was an organizer of the newly founded “Flint Poverty Round¬ 
table” whose motto (in Martin Luther King’s words) is: “It’s not 
enough to pitch a coin to a beggar, we must restmcture the society 
that created them.” 

She was an avid supporter of Rev. Edward Pinkney of Benton 
Harbor, Mich. She looked forward to the Anniversary Reunion of 
the Housing Sleep-In of 1967. 


Auto retirees must step up more to defend health care benefits 


BY B. HENDERSON, GM RETIREE 

On March 6, a second hearing was held 
to determine if GM can take away a por¬ 
tion of retirees’ health care benefits. Un¬ 
fortunately, only a relatively few retirees 
officially objected by the Feb. 13 deadline 
set by the judge. (Most were unaware of 
such a deadline.) Consequently, even few¬ 
er attended the March 6 hearing and even 
fewer spoke against the theft of these con¬ 
tractual benefits. What’s amazing to us is 
the unprecedented betrayal of the retirees 
by the UAW, who is joining with GM in 
this court action (to uphold the new agree¬ 
ment) to help separate the retirees from 
their earned benefits. The UAW even 
bussed in some retirees that were alleged 
to be supporting the taking of their meager 
benefits while the GM executives make 
millions per year plus millions in their pri¬ 
vate pension coffers. One women left the 
hearing crying and denouncing the take¬ 
aways and another threw her “UAW UNI¬ 
TY” sticker they were given on to the 
sidewalk. 

The attorneys for GM argued that since 
there were so few retirees present that the 
judge should rule to take the Benefits be¬ 
cause most retirees must support it be¬ 
cause of their absence. One speaker argued 
that many retirees are older or ill or live 
too far away. 

We realize that many retirees are apathet¬ 


ic but many more don’t realize the depth 
and the long range effects of these cuts. 

If the GM attorneys’ arguments stand 
that not JUSTICE but the numbers in the 
courtroom is the deciding factor, then it’s 
obvious that we retirees will have to take 
more of a role than we already have, not 
only with respect to health care, but our 
pensions as well. We cannot leave it up to 
someone else like many of us did when we 
were in the plants. All we have to do is be 
present and that will give others more in¬ 
centive to join in and to be victorious! 

At the hearing, some people spoke 
about the hardships the Takeaways would 
cause. Some spoke about how money 
wasted by GM could fix GM finances. 
Some fear that GM could waste the Re¬ 
tiree Health Care money (now diverted to 
a Trust) and come back and take even 
more. “Once the bear has tasted the Honey 
that was stored by the worker bees, he’s 
going to come back and take more until 
it’s gone,” 

The attorney for the retirees, Mark 
Baumkel, called the takebacks “diaboli¬ 
cal.” Some asked if they could get their 
job back if GM is allowed to break the 
contract. One retiree said that if GM does 
this takeaway, she will never buy another 
GM car. 

Bottom Line — Retirees are going to 
have to get a little more involved to save 
their benefits, because this is NOT OVER. 

APRIL 2006 " PEOPLE’S TRIBUNE 5 













‘Stop the poverty draft,’ says Cindy Sheehan 


BY NACHO GONZALEZ 


CHICAGO - On February 17, 
2006, over 300 people heard anti-war 
activist Cindy Sheehan speak in 
Chicago’s mainly Mexican community 
of Pilsen. Many in the audience were 
young people. The event was sponsored 
by the Committee Against Militariza¬ 
tion (CAMI), which was founded in 
2004 by local activists and artists. 

Juan Torres, a member of CAMI 
whose son was killed in Iraq in 2002 
explained that his son joined the re¬ 
serves of the Illinois National Guard in 
1996. After his son came back from 
boot camp, he decided that he did not 
want to stay in the army. Whereupon, 
he and his father went to the recruiting 
station and were told that he would 
have to finish his term or face 25 years 
in prison. The parents never signed any 
papers even though Juan Torres’ son 
was under age. 

Cindy Sheehan then followed, “My 
son Casey, a middle class kid, was re¬ 
cruited in high school. The recruiters 
made promises to him and every 
promise was broken. When a recruit 
signs a contract to join the army it is 
only binding on the recruit. The con¬ 
tract is not binding on the government.” 
When Casey came back from swearing 
in he told his mom not to worry. “The 
army recruiter says that even if there is 
a war, I won’t see combat.” Casey died 
five days after arriving in Iraq. “I have 
learned that the recruiters and the gov¬ 
ernment lie to us,” said Sheehan. 

“My son joined the army; there is no 
official draft but there is a draft - it is the 
poverty draft. The recruiters promise 
college benefits and young people join 
to receive them but only 15 percent use 
them. There are few options for low- 
income youth. There are not many jobs 
and most of them are very low paying. 
After Katrina, the government, as we all 
know, reacted very slowly to the cata¬ 
strophe. But they wasted no time in 
sending in recruiters stating: ‘you don’t 
have jobs; you don’t have homes; join 
the army,’ ” said Sheehan. 

“Those of you who are against the 
war, we have to talk to our youth and 
keep them from getting killed. There 
are better ways to go to college. I laud 
all the young people doing counter re¬ 
cruitment,” she added. 

“We have to work to elect peace can¬ 
didates and need to do three things: 

Impeach President George Bush. 

Remove Vice-President Dick Cheney, 
Condoleezza Rice and Donald Rums¬ 
feld from office. 

Try them for crimes against humanity and 
put them in jail for the rest of their lives.” 

This talk was then followed by sever¬ 
al questions from the audience. 



ARMY 




War veterans, Katrina survivors and others marched recently along the Gulf Coast to New Orleans to protest the 
war and the response to Katrina. photo/john grant 



Someone in the audience asked: 
“Why do you think you have been able 
to galvanize this movement?” 

Cindy Sheehan: “First of all, I think 
the mainstream media was not reporting 
the anti-war movement, which is very 
big. Camp Casey was like a match on 
dry wood ready to be ignited. It resonat¬ 
ed with a lot of people who had the 
same question. If it is such a noble 
cause why aren’t President Bush and 
Vice President Cheney’s kids over there 
(Iraq)”? 

Another person asked: “Have you 
been harassed for speaking up.” 

Cindy Sheehan: “There is a big effort 
to undermine me by attacking me per¬ 


sonally. They (government) can’t attack 
the message, so they attack the messen¬ 
ger. When I had to bury my son, it 
would be the worst thing a mother 
could live through. If I could live 
through that, I can live through any¬ 
thing. Nothing they can do can stop us. 
We will prevail. They (Bush Adminis¬ 
tration) are incompetent. They allow the 
murders to go on. They have used 
chemical weapons in Fallujah and 
bombed civilian centers. These are all 
crimes against humanity. 

“It is going to take a large movement 
of civil disobedience. I look for the day 
that we all go to Washington, D.C. and 
shut that city down,” she said. 


SPEAKERS for a 
NEW AMERICA 

Our speakers are in the forefront of the 
fight for food, housing, health care, 
education, peace and justice for all. 

Our speakers bring a message of hope 
and the possibility of creating a new 
society whose wealth benefits all. 

Find out about our speaking tours. 

For a free brochure, 

call 800-691-6888 toll-free, e-mail: 

info@speakersforanewamerica.com 

or visit us on the web at 

www.speakersforanewamerica.com 
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At the rally in Chicago. photo/adrian garcia 


DIVIDE AND 
CONQUER 

Congress’s 
anti-immigrant bill 
tells working-class 
Americans ‘Let’s You 
and Him Fight’ 

BY DAVE RANSOM 


The U.S. House of Representatives wants to deport 
11 million of our neighbors — some five percent of the 
nation’s workers and their families. 

They also want to make any of us who help them 
in almost any way — in unions, churches, clinics, law 
offices, or soup kitchens — subject to a felony con¬ 
viction and up to five years’ prison time. 

But their oh-so-smart, divide-and-conquer idea may 
be blowing up in their face. Massive word-of-mouth 
rallies in the tens and hundreds of thousands in Wash¬ 
ington, D.C., Chicago, and Los Angeles have shown 
that immigrant Americans won’t take this lying down. 

And led by Cardinal Roger Mahony of Los Ange¬ 
les (but echoed by Catholic, Protestant, and Jewish 
alike), voices from the pulpit have vowed to disobey 
the law if it passes, citing a higher authority in ques¬ 
tions concerning the world’s poor. 

Increasing numbers of card-carrying Americans are 
now among those poor. And we can be sure that the 
strategy of Wall Street’s global oligarchs is to further 
that poverty and exploitation, not to alleviate it. 

The 11 million of our neighbors who Congress 
wants to get rid of are, of course, the country’s undoc¬ 
umented workers, taxpayers all, including the kids 
they brought with them who have grown up here. 

The greater likelihood, of course, is that they will be 
driven further into the shadows, into what is being 
called “the new slavery,” while everybody’s wages suf¬ 
fer. 


DOING WHAT THEY 
HAVE TO DO 

While the majority may be from 
Latin America, the undocumented rep¬ 
resent every country of this era’s wave 
to this nation of immigrants — Irish, 
Polish, Ukrainian, Ethiopian, Nigerian, 
Liberian, Chinese, Korean, Filipino. 

Why do they come? In the case of the 
Mexicans, it’s because corporate capi¬ 
talism has destroyed their livelihood 
and set them adrift, strangers in their 
own land. 

Negotiated by the first President 
Bush and signed into law by Clinton, 
the North American Free Trade Agree¬ 
ment (NAFTA) has flooded Mexico 
with cheap, taxpayer subsidized, 
agribusiness corn, putting 20 million 
Mexican small farmers out of business 
and on the road. Now they’re doing 
what they have to do to feed themselves 
and their families. CAFTA will have the 
same effect in Central America. 


Official Washington has been trying to run this 
punitive immigration bill under the radar. The House 
passed its version (36 Democrats provided the decid¬ 
ing vote) in only 10 days. The Senate is also under 
pressure to get their bill passed quickly. By the time 
you read this, President Bush may have signed it into 
law and you may be a federal felon. 

Why would Congress and the White House launch 
a frontal attack on undocumented workers, many of 
whom are struggling under the most difficult condi¬ 
tions to make a living and send money home? 

Why would they attack the people who aid the un¬ 
documented, in unions, churches, schools, clinics, and 


other American institutions? Even the businesses that 
depend on their labor are against this bill. 

CLASS WARFARE 

The answer is as old as class-warfare itself: divide 
and conquer — scapegoat a minority, isolate their sup¬ 
porters, and sow fear through the land. 

Today, from the hurricane-ravaged Gulf Coast to 
the dying cities of the Rust Belt, working-class peo¬ 
ple are realizing that they face more than just hard 
times — they face new times, when capital does not 
need their labor and the government will not come to 
their aid. 

And they — we — are rightfully 
restive, wondering: how can we sur¬ 
vive, how can we regain our dignity, 
how can we make a future? 

The answers to those questions lead 
in only one direction. We must unite 
and take power politically, through our 
own political party, one not controlled 
by the corporate capitalists for their 
own interest. 

Today, hi-tech society has in its 
hands the ability to produce — almost 
without labor — the necessities of life 
sufficient for all people. We need only 
take control of it and share its fruits 
freely and equally. And millions of 
Americans — native-born and immi¬ 
grant alike — are on the brink of under¬ 
standing that need and that possibility 
and doing something about it. 

That’s why Congress is in a rush to 
pass this divisive legislation — to get us 
fighting against each other. It is impor¬ 
tant that we resist their hateful bait and 
unite instead. 



This sign was seen at the rally in Chicago. 
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It’s time for another 
civil rights action! 


BY JAN LIGHTFOOTTLANE 


Those of us old enough to remember the 
1960s, I ask, “Do you recall the government 
attempt at discrediting Martin Luther 
King?” If you were not around yet, please 
take my word for it. Or research this point 
yourself. He was labeled a troublemaker. 
Why? So the news would not carry his 
words or actions. So the vast community 
would remain ignorant of just how bad the 
Blacks and the underpaid had it. 

This scared some news sources off of cov¬ 
ering the actions of that great leader. Disin¬ 
genuous information is 
not just a forgotten ploy, 
or tool of the 1960s and 
70s. It is equally effective 
in 2006. 

Martin Luther King 
said words to the effect 
of “Those who fight for 
justice are the enemy of 
the unjust.” 

So being just a 55- 
year-old run of the mill 
female advocate against 
poverty or homeless¬ 
ness, I take the govern¬ 
ment trying to hush up 
news reports as illustrat¬ 
ing just how broken the 
system is. I take their 
disinformation as a 
colossal badge of honor. 

It’s a highlight that I 
want to share with you, 
the reader. 

It tells me that Hospi¬ 
tality House Inc. of 
Maine is on the right 
track to UNDO poverty, 
hunger, violence and 
much more. 

Nationally, we need countless allies, in 
countless fields of the oppressed, fighting to 
expose the flaws in our society’s structure. 
We need Blacks, Native Americans, gays, 
the associates against poverty, those who 
fight for our elderly, the disabled, for 
youths, and against family violence, to 
speak out. 

Today, in every state, our citizens of 
America need to hear the FULL version of 
how to knock down barriers of poverty. It’s 
our attitude that it’s fine to pay hard-work¬ 
ing people less than the cost of living which 
creates human lack. What needs fixing to 
create a better world? 

Yet I, and many allies of the underpaid 
(the financially poor) must get out the cen¬ 
sored two-minute story to the public at 
large. Allies across the nation must yell 
about what is broken, as they inform this 
nation that TANF (Temporary Assistance 
for Needy Families) mothers are being paid 
one-third the cost of living. This means ba¬ 


bies are told in our lack of action and our 
deeds that children are worthless. 

After nearly two decades of trying to pro¬ 
mote the word that the Town welfare system 
in Maine is broken, this past weekend (Jan. 
14, 2006), our hotline told a 28-year-old 
woman to phone the news station. I will re¬ 
fer to her as DM. She reached a CBS affili¬ 
ate in Bangor, Maine, and that Saturday 
both DM and myself were interviewed. 

A rookie news reporter was willing to 
cover nearly the real story. I withheld my 
dance of joy until I saw the final product. 
The two-minute news piece must have 
shown too clearly how 
shattered was this so¬ 
cial system. The gov¬ 
ernment informed the 
station not to air that 
news item again. Ei¬ 
ther the City of New¬ 
port or the State of 
Maine got ahold of 
Channel 5 to notify the 
station that myself and 
DM were trying to 
scam the public. This 
information was de¬ 
signed to stop the air¬ 
ing of this 
“unacceptable” news 
item. It was unaccept¬ 
able because it bared 
the truth, as the State 
of Maine prefers to 
turn away two-thirds 
of those in need. These 
are people who qualify 
for aid, and they are re¬ 
fused help on the 
whim of trusted offi¬ 
cials. 

Instead of being 
aired five times, as 
Channel 5 usually does on the weekends, 
the news item was aired merely once. Then 
the government succeeded in discrediting 
the unvarnished truth that Hospitality House 
Inc. and myself have tried to tell for 20 
years. 

Telling the common collective just how 
broken the government is, and where the 
flaws rest, is the key to unlocking a second 
Civil Righs movement. The local govern¬ 
ment is the one scamming its own citizens. 

It’s time all promoters of a better world 
join forces to help the oppressed people 
speak out. We must tell children through our 
actions and deeds they are valuable! No 
more welfare paying only one-third the cost 
of living. This maltreatment of the weak 
violates our 5th and 14th US Constitutional 
rights to fair laws being equally applied. It’s 
time to fight for Justice by speaking out and 
exposing what needs fixing. Let 2006 be the 
year America repairs the barrier of poverty, 
a year of loving our neighbors. 


Martin Luther King 
said words to the 
effect of: 

‘Those 
who fight 
for justice 
are the 
enemy of 
the unjust.’ 


THE FUTURE IS UP TO US! 


What is the 
new poverty? 

This column is based on excerpts from 
the book, "The Future is Up To Us: A 
Revolutionary Talking Politics with the 
American People," by Nelson Peery. 

We encourage our readers to join the 
discussion. Send your thoughts to 
info@peoplestribune.org. Order the 
book by sending $12 to Speakers for 
a New America Books, 
c/o People's Tribune, PO Box 3524, 
Chicago, IL 60654-3524. 

Things are much more seri¬ 
ous than the average person 
thinks or realizes or that the 
media lets you know. No mat¬ 
ter how much you are talking 
about the expansion of the 
economy, the poor are getting 
much poorer. The poverty is 
spreading. The wealth is con¬ 
solidating at such a rapid rate 
that even the wealthy are be¬ 
ginning to say, “We can’t do 
this. We can’t become a nation 
of have’s and have-not’s.” 

The stability of America has 
always rested upon that huge 
section of the population that 
had just enough to give them 
the hope that they were going 
to get some more. So long as 
they had that hope, they would¬ 
n’t change the system no mat¬ 
ter how hard they were hurting. 
They believed there was a 
golden egg up there some¬ 
where. They were the ones 
who stabilized America. 

All of us have seen the mag¬ 
azines that speak frankly to the 
bourgeoisie, to the danger of 
this polarization of wealth and 
poverty continuing. It’s one 
thing as long as you can say 
that poverty is colored and it’s 
related to lack of industrious, 
Protestant habits. When you 
have the poverty spreading out, 
people look at one another and 
say, “You know, it’s not true 
this is a Black problem, or a 
brown problem. It’s a problem 
of a growing section of soci¬ 
ety.” Now, the problem be¬ 
comes — how do you stop it? 

The polarization of wealth 
and poverty isn’t somebody’s 
idea. It’s a result of changes in 
the mode of production. When 



Nelson Peery 


products made by robotics are 
sold as if they were made by 
human beings, the capitalists 
get rich, and I mean fast! You 
don’t have much of a labor 
overhead and you are kicking 
these products out. Now, how 
do you spread out that wealth? 
You can’t, and you cannot stop 
the process. A couple of years 
ago, there were eight billion¬ 
aires in America. Well, it’s now 
154. The number of million¬ 
aires doubled between 1995 
and 2000. Imagine where that 
money came from. Another 
million people lost a good por¬ 
tion of their livelihood. 

What are the billionaires to 
do? How do you stop being a 
billionaire? Go back to the old 
means of production? Go back 
to a drill press or a typewriter? 
You can’t. Either he is going to 
be a billionaire tomorrow or he 
is going to be homeless. The 
capitalists have to continue to 
accumulate. That’s the way the 
system works. You can’t de¬ 
cide to quit. You’ve got to 
make more money and more 
money and more money or you 
are going to lose the money 
you’ve got. 

This polarization of wealth 
and poverty that’s so rampant 
in the western world and espe¬ 
cially in the United States, is 
going to continue. Little by lit¬ 
tle, the poor are going to recog¬ 
nize themselves as poor and 
propertyless. We have to help 
them understand that they are 
part of a new class. Any deep 
political response to the eco¬ 
nomic and social revolution de¬ 
pends on agitators and 
propagandists providing this 
knowledge to the movement. 
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Journey for Justice 
through California’s 
Central Valley 
begins April 13 

BY SALVADOR SANDOVAL, MD 

This year, commencing near the end 
of the traditional Lent period of peni¬ 
tence and atonement and continuing 
through the usual celebrations com¬ 
memorating the renewal of Easter, the 
California Central Valley Journey for 
Justice will take place. The Journey will 
occur between April 12 and April 19. 
Originally conceived as a spiritual and 
moral journey, the idea grew out of 
conversations between the San Jose 
based Community Homeless Alliance 
Ministry and the Merced based Just 
Health Care Committee of the Merced 
Labor Party. 

This Journey comes at an important 
time in our history. In the midst of the 
growing despair, imposed divisions and 
hostility, and sense of abandonment by 
our elected officials, it was felt neces¬ 
sary to get back to the basics of what 
makes us human, and that is our moral 
sense of brotherhood, compassion, and 
community. 

We saw that we have to look for what 
we have in common as humans , and 
unite our efforts for our common good. 
Furthermore, we saw that we can no 
longer continue to rely just on the good 
will of leaders who continue to tolerate, 
either by their direct actions or by inac¬ 
tion, this worsening situation. 

With this in mind, we embarked on a 
strategic and historically based plan to 
make the San Joaquin Valley the focus 
of a march to draw attention to the 
poverty and not so benign neglect that 
exists here in the Valley. Five of the 
poorest counties in California are in the 
San Joaquin Valley. The region re¬ 
ceives on average $2000 less per capita 
in government funding for public ser¬ 
vices than the rest of the country. Ac¬ 


cording to a San Jose Mercury News ar¬ 
ticle, if this 300 mile long region were a 
state, it would be 30th in population and 
second poorest after Mississippi. 

It is a region that abounds in contra¬ 
dictions. Despite being the most pro¬ 
ductive agricultural region of the world, 
poverty and hunger are endemic. Fresno 
County is the most productive agricul¬ 
tural county in the U.S., and it is also 
second in terms of need for food 
kitchens. Despite being in a rural area, 
Fresno city has the highest urban pover¬ 
ty concentration in the country. Fresno 
County also rivals other areas for air 
pollution and childhood asthma, at 
times of the year being the worst in the 
country. The Valley is also a low wage, 
low unionization region where lower 
living standards are accepted. Immi¬ 
grants have historically flocked to this 
area for the chance to work for dirt 
cheap wages so as not to starve, starting 
from before the Dust Bowl refugees 
from Oklahoma, refugees from the 
Mexican Revolution, Chinese Coolies, 
Japanese, Filipinos, East Indians, the 
current Mexican undocumented, and 
now refugees of all nationalities from 
the Bay Area and Southern California 
fleeing the higher cost of living. 


In the spirit of Martin Luther King’s 
historic March on Washington DC in 
the 1960’s and the 1966 Cesar Chavez’ 
United Farm Workers March from De¬ 
lano to Sacramento, the Journey for 
Justice seeks to shine a moral spotlight 
on poverty in America. This not to say 
that only the Central Valley has needs. 
The Journey for Justice points to the 


fact that we have to unite around our 
common interests, and make certain 
that no one is excluded this time. More 
than that it strives to show that we have 
to unite as a class of people who have to 
struggle and work in order to survive. 
We have common interests that those 
who represent and support the moneyed 
and powerful do not respect. 

A kickoff to the Journey was the 
February 4 Sacred Run of Native Ameri¬ 
cans who honored our Journey with a 
ceremony and talking circle in Merced, 
as well as endorsing the Journey. Merced 
was the first leg of their cross country 
journey celebrating the sacredness of life. 
Please look for them on www.sacred.run 
as they run through the South and partic¬ 
ularly New Orleans on their way to 
Washington DC. They will be ending 
their run about the time we end the Jour¬ 
ney here in the Central Valley. 

The following is the tentative itiner¬ 
ary of the Journey for Justice: It begins 
Thursday April 13 in Visalia, and con¬ 
tinues as follows: Friday April 14 Reed- 
ley; Saturday April 15 Fresno; Sunday 
April 16 Madera; Monday April 17 
Merced; Tuesday April 18 Modesto; 
Wednesday April 19 Stockton; and 
Thursday April 20 Sacramento. 



On the web @ www.ptradio.org 
or call 800-691-6888 
for sample copies 
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PARTICIPANTS AT THE RECENT PLANNING MEETING FOR THE 
SOUTHEAST SOCIAL FORUM, to be held at North Carolina Central 
University in Durham, N.C., on June 16-18. Under the bannner 
“Another South is Possible,” grassroots community members, mass 
organizations, people’s movements and civil society organizations 
will come from across the South to share strategies and tactics for 
creating a world based on principles rooted in social justice, and to 
connect with liberation struggles around the country, the continent 
and the world. For more information, contact general- 

info@projectSOUith.COm. photo by project south and sister love 
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‘Everybody In, 
Nobody Out!’ 



BY SANDY PERRY AND 
PEG ELWELL 


SAN JOSE, Calif. — The health care 
hearings sweeping the nation have come 
to California. Following the defeat of 
the Schwarzenegger initiatives in 2005, 
these hearings mark the stirrings of a 
new class unity among the poor and 
working people of the state. The hun¬ 
dreds who attended “Citizens Congres¬ 
sional Hearings” in Marin, Los Angeles, 
San Jose, and Oakland represent a new 
stage of the movement. The hearings 
were organized to document the health 
care crisis and to promote HR 676 and 
SB 840, single payer universal health 
care bills at the Federal and State levels. 

The collapse of the American med¬ 
ical system is fueling an upsurge of 
people fighting for health care. This 
movement is beginning to break down 
historic barriers that have divided peo¬ 
ple of color and whites, citizens and im¬ 
migrants, and poor people and 
professionals. 

The San Jose hearing was held on 
Feb. 25. It was initiated by Health Care 
for All Californians, a mainly profes¬ 
sional group based in the Democratic 
Party, and by the San Jose Labor Party, 
a group based mainly in poor peoples 


organizations and a few unions, includ¬ 
ing the California Nurses Association. 
Ultimately some 25 organizations 
signed on as co-sponsors. 

The San Jose hearing was addressed 
by Congressman Mike Honda and by 
County Supervisor Jim Beall. Pastor 
Scott Wagers, of Community Homeless 
Alliance Ministry, delivered an invoca¬ 
tion that inspired Congressman Honda 
to point out that “Jesus never turned 
away anyone.” 

Medical students, union members, 
poor people, nurses, senior citizens, 
uninsured, and clinic directors present¬ 
ed emotional testimony about the denial 
of health care. Larisa Casillas, policy 
director of SIREN (Services, Immigrant 
Rights and Education Network), point¬ 
ed out that health care reform is impos¬ 
sible without unity with immigrants, 
who make up such a large percentage of 
the uninsured. 

Unity in the most populous state, 
California, is an essential step toward 
class unity of workers and poor people 
all across America. Every contact we 
make, every connection we nurture, 
every tie that binds us, is one more vic¬ 
tory against the efforts of the power 
brokers who strive to control us by 
keeping our struggles separated into 


different categories. 

The participation and leadership of 
poor people in the hearings was instru¬ 
mental in their success. Some people 
said that the hearings were insignificant 
because they were “preaching to the 
choir.” However, unfortunately, we the 
people are still deeply divided and con¬ 
fused in our response to the health care 
crisis. Opposition to single payer health 
care remains strong within the unions 
and many other organizations tied to the 
Democratic and Republican Parties. 

The hearings were a vehicle for 
bringing forward, educating, and orga¬ 
nizing a whole new core of leaders, and 
building the social movement necessary 


to enact real single payer health care re¬ 
form. The idea that poor people do not 
need to be educated and promoted into 
leadership positions is mistaken. The 
old leaders and old methods have obvi¬ 
ously failed. The future of our move¬ 
ment depends on the new forces and 
new leaders who are just stepping for¬ 
ward today. 

“Remember, each one of you is impor¬ 
tant,” said Angelica Murguia of the Low- 
Income Self-Help Center. “Everyone 
should be included, and nobody excluded 
from our health care system. And all of us 
united today can make the difference be¬ 
tween this disaster we are suffering now, 
and a better and healthier tomorrow.” 


The fox 
guarding the 
hen house 

BY REV. FLOYD D. HARRIS JR. 

FRESNO, Calif. — Today was one 
of the saddest days in my life. Today I 
witnessed two Fresno City Council 
members step up to the plate and Vote 
YES on having an Independent Police 
Auditor for the city of Fresno, Cynthia 
Sterling and Tom Boyajian. However, 
Henry Perea, Jerry Duncan, Brian 
Calhoun, Larry Westerlund and Mike 
Dages Voted NO on the IPA. The IPA 
would have been an independent of¬ 
fice that would investigate police mis¬ 
conduct. The type of Police system we 
have in Fresno is Police investigating 
Police — in other words the Fox 
Watching the Hen House. 

Mike Dages said that he would sup¬ 
port the IPA if the people would elect 
him, but when Mike Dages won his 
seat he turned against the people who 


put him in office 
by not supporting 
the IPA. The lives 
of people of color 
have no value to 
our local city 
council. 

The IPA is more 
than just an ad¬ 
ministrative posi¬ 
tion. The IPA is a 
lifesaver and a 
tool of trust for the 
police department 
and the community. The five mem¬ 
bers of the Fresno City Council who 
voted no to the IPA represent the cold¬ 
est group of people I have ever seen in 
my life. The vote not to support the 
IPA is not about what is best for the 
community. It is about what is best for 
the political careers of each one of 
those Fresno City Council members. 
The Fresno City Council members 
who voted no on the IPA have the 
blood of Fresno on their hands. 

What surprised me were the Fresno 
Police Union organizing speakers to 
speak against the IPA. What does the 
Sheriff’s Department have to do with 
an IPA for the Fresno Police Depart¬ 


ment? What we 
have in Fresno is 
organized political 
racism. Nothing 
has changed since 
black people were 
brought to Ameri¬ 
ca to be slaves. 
Black and Brown 
people have al¬ 
ways been looked 
on as second-class 
citizens in this 
country and more 
specifically in Fresno. 

There are several reasons that the 
FPOA doesn’t support an IPA: 

1. They don’t want corruption in the 
police department to be discovered 
because it will reveal past and present 
police officers that will be exposed. 

2. The amount of money that is 
generated by law enforcement in Fres¬ 
no by arresting people of color and 
towing cars is unaccounted for and 
they don’t want their piggy bank 
tapped into. I believe that we have 
white supremacy ruling our govern¬ 
ment and our police force. 

3. What happened to the money, dope 
and guns that were stolen from the Fres¬ 


no Police Department? Do you think 
people from the community walk in and 
check these items out? No! Should we 
question whether these items were 
stolen by officers and possibly planted 
on people in my community? 

The City Council made it clear that 
they don’t care about people of color 
by voting down the IPA. Westerlund 
said that the people in his district told 
him they don’t want an IPA. I find that 
hard to believe because people who 
are my friends that live in his district 
told me they called his office and told 
him to vote yes on the IPA.. 

We will never go away until we get 
an IPA for our community. We will 
not settle for less. If anyone has to go 
it will be the blood sucking, spineless 
city council. It’s time for some action, 
and if we have to go block-by-block, 
house-by-house, neighbor-to-neigh- 
bor, we will do whatever it takes. We 
must look back in history and study 
how our forebears fought and use the 
same methods they did. “We want jus¬ 
tice by any means necessary” (Mal¬ 
colm X, 1925-1965). 

Rev. Floyd D. Harris Jr www.nan- 
cal.org. 



Rev. Harris. 
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L.A. jail riots reflect historical strategies 
to keep the poor divided and weak 


LUIS J. RODRIGUEZ 


LOS ANGELES — The Los Angeles 
County Jail system is the largest in the 
world—housing around 20,000 prisoners 
in three major facilities. It is also one of 
the most dangerous—within the last two- 
and-a-half years, eight people reportedly 
have been killed in the Men’s Central Jail 
alone. It also has the dubious claim of 
housing more mentally ill people than any 
other institution in the world. Supposedly, 
80 percent of those jailed are in gangs. 

In early February of 2006, a major riot exploded at 
the Pitchess/North jail facility where one prisoner was 
killed. Since then several more disturbances have oc¬ 
curred, leading to another death and hundreds injured. 
The LA County Sheriff’s Department, which guards 
the county jails, claims the riots were due to feuds be¬ 
tween Latino and Black gangs. 

Presently, 60 percent of the LA County Jail system 
is made up of Latino prisoners—Chicanos, Mexicans, 
and Central Americans; the rest are divided between 
Blacks, Whites, and Asians. Competition over control 
of drugs and certain street turfs have fueled battles be¬ 
tween Latinos and Black for decades. But the most in¬ 


tense bloodshed between Latino and Blacks gangs de¬ 
veloped soon after the Los Angeles Uprising in April 
of 1992. 

That uprising became the worst civil disturbance in 
the US in close to 100 years, with 54 killed and bil¬ 
lions of dollars in damage. Sparked by the acquittal of 
police officers in the Rodney King beating, and the 
economic deprivation in communities like South Cen¬ 
tral and Pico-Union, the uprising moved from primar¬ 
ily Black communities to Latino communities. Soon 
Whites and Asians joined in as well. Some called it 
the first major multi-ethnic economic and social up¬ 
heaval in the country. 

Such unity is obviously against the interests of the 
powerful capitalist class, particularly since the upris¬ 
ing began as a protest against police abuse and 
evolved quickly into being about poverty. The poorest 
residents in LA are Black and Latino. By no small co¬ 
incidence, shot callers among major gangs in the 
streets and the prisons began to call for wars between 
Black and brown gang members as one major means 
to break up such unity. 

But the roots of this go much deeper. For some 
time, LA jails and California prisons instigated race- 
based “gladiator schools” (where guards pitted prison¬ 
ers against each other by race) and race-based 
punishment and other measures (for example, if one 
person of a race got involved in a fight, all members 
of that particular race would be locked down, even if 


the fight involved a personal matter). 

The racial division in jails and prisons appear to be 
official prison policy; in the 1950s, the LA County 
Jail had “Chicano,” “Black,” and “White” tanks. Now 
the monster they’ve created has roared, and the au¬ 
thorities have a hard time trying to stop it from over¬ 
taking the whole prison system (California has 
171,000 prisoners, the most in the United States). 

The ruling capitalist class knows that the unity of 
the poor regardless of race is the most powerful barri¬ 
er to their plans for war, profiteering, power, and world 
domination. Dividing the poor and working along race 
is a long-standing strategy that has helped them gain 
more control and wealth at the expense of the health 
care, housing, and education of most Americans. 

Los Angeles County, with more poor people than 
any other county in the United States (and the largest 
homeless population of any metro area), is carrying 
this strategy out to a T. 

Revolutionaries must appeal to all poor and work¬ 
ing class people not to fall into this age-old trap—and 
to organize around the issues and needs common to 
all. To end hunger, poverty, and massive social ne¬ 
glect, we need real strategic unity and the cooperative 
spirit that can ensure the well-being of all people. As 
long as Latinos and Blacks are fighting each other at 
any level, the most powerful and wealthy developers, 
corporations, and politicians will continue to make 
Los Angeles a cauldron of hate, poverty, and disunity. 


The people of Benton Harbor, Mich, speak their minds 


Courts steals children 
in Benton Harbor 

BY PEOPLE’S TRIBUNE STAFF 


Lakisha Allen, a 21-year-old mother 
of two children, was outside a Berrien 
County courtroom almost in tears. 
“They are trying to take my rights for 
my children.” She said her 2-year-old 
and her 4-year-old have been in the 
state’s hands for 18 months. “They 
lied on me in court. And the people 
my kids are with aren’t treating them 
right. “ Lakisha went to Social Ser¬ 
vices for a DNA test after prosecuting 
her child’s father. It was then that they 
took her children. “They claimed I 
didn’t have a stable home,” she said. 
She said this is not unusual and has a 
lot to do with money. Social Services 
is taking more kids because they get 
money from the state to place them. 
Foster care is supposed to help but 
they aren’t. We urge our readers to 
get involved in cases like this as part 
of the struggle for justice in America. 



Some Benton Harbor, Mich., 
residents are asking the following 
question: “Why are they trying so 
hard to convict Rev. Pinkney for 
allegedly having ballots in his pos¬ 
session and they overlook that a 
corrupt Benton Harbor Commis¬ 
sioner, Ralph Crenshaw, illegally 
carried a canister of absentee bal¬ 
lots from a car to where the ballots 
were being counted? (See photo at 
left.) No one is allowed to have 
contact with ballots other than the 
designated person. Mr. Crenshaw 
claimed he was carrying the canis¬ 
ter to help a woman from a 
precinct because she asked for 
help. But the police captain was 
present. He could have brought 
the ballots in. Mr. Crenshaw 
claimed it was not a violation 
because the seal wasn’t broken. 
But, no one knew how long he had 
the ballots or from what distance 
he carried them. Why wasn’t this 
illegality questioned? Why did 
the local newspaper, the Herald 
Paladium, not run a story? Every¬ 
one saw the photo. A photo is a 
better source of the truth than 
words,” said one resident. 
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JUDGE SIDES WITH PROSECUTION IN 
BENTON HARBOR STRUGGLE FOR JUSTICE 


FROM THE PEOPLE’S TRIBUNE 
EDITORIAL BOARD 


As we go to press, the judge in the 
“vote fraud” trial of Rev. Edward 
Pinkney of Benton Harbor, Michigan, 
ordered the jury back to deliberations 
after they announced that they could 
not reach a verdict. The stakes in this 
case are high. The city power structure, 
controlled by the Whirlpool Corpora¬ 
tion, is determined to crush anyone 
who stands in the way of their plan to 
transform the city into an expensive re¬ 
sort area, which requires driving out 
the poor. Unemployment in Benton 
Harbor stands at 65 to 70 percent. 

Rev. Pinkney is under attack be¬ 
cause he dared to stand up. But this 
case is not about Rev. Pinkney. It is 
about how a corporation like 
Whirlpool takes over a whole town and 
boasts that labor costs are 32 percent 
below the state average. It is about 
how they buy up the judicial and politi¬ 
cal structure. It is about how their op¬ 
position — the honest, community 
leaders who hold public office — are 
discredited, fired, and run from office. 
It is about how democratic elections 
that favor the poor are overturned, and 
about how community leaders like 
Rev. Pinkney are threatened with 20 
years in prison for encouraging others 
to exercise their democratic rights. 

The message the Whirlpool-controlled 
power structure is sending is clear. 

There is a strong core of leaders in 
Benton Harbor — women, men, young 
and old — who are committed to this 
fight. They are arousing the communi¬ 
ty. They understand that either the peo¬ 
ple take over the corporations, or the 
corporations are going to take over the 
people. What happens in Benton Har¬ 
bor is a harbinger for every American. 
Let’s make a stand for democracy in 
Benton Harbor. 



Above and below, Rev. Pinkney and supporters march through Benton 
Harbor during a rally in his defense before his trial. Pinkney is at right in 
photo above. photos/daymonjhartley.com 



ruvk r v 

r . . \ MQ 

<" 



People’s Tribune 
P.O. Box 3524 

Chicago, Illinois 60654-3524 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 


PRESORTED 
STANDARD 
U.S. POSTAGE 
PAID 

CHICAGO, IL 
PERMIT NO. 874 



A sign seen at the rally. 

PHOTO/DAYMONJHARTLEY.COM 


Rev. Pinkney and 
his defenders speak 

“I’m concerned about our citizens not 
getting a fair share of the money com¬ 
ing in. There is a lot of homeless peo¬ 
ple here. We see teenagers, male and 
female, walking the streets trying to 
find a place to sleep in cold weather 
while abandoned homes are boarded 
up. Four or five in my block. I voted 
by absentee ballot in the recall election 
and I know the procedure. My vote 
was taken away along with others. 

That means they didn’t recognize our 
vote. Some people now say they will 
not vote anymore if they are taking our 
votes away. Voting is a right. People 
died for voting. That’s a slap in the 
face to vote in a recall and they take it 
away.” 

— A long time Benton Harbor resident 
and grassroots citizen. 

“Pastor Pinkney, you are part of our 
future because you have helped a lot of 
people. You have killed that spirit of 
ignorance. The Bible says we perish 
because of a lack of knowledge. But 
you don’t have to stay that way. Thank 
God for Rev. Pinkney because he is 
one person who has exposed this sys¬ 
tem and he has caused them to get real¬ 
ly upset.” 

— Belinda Brown, speaking 
at a Benton Harbor rally 

“My defense lawyer told the jury 
that the whole case is like a dead squir¬ 
rel thrown on a porch. The evidence 
stinks. It’s like a father clock that 
strikes at the 13th hour. You can’t trust 
it. People are calling the Judge ‘one¬ 
sided Butzbaugh.’” 

— Rev. Edward Pinkney 

Make a donation for Rev. Pinkney’s 
Legal Defense Fund at http://bhban- 
co.blogspot.com by clicking on “Make 
a Donation.” Or send a check payable 
to BANCO, 1940 Union St., Benton 
Harbor MI 49022. Call Rev. Pinkney at 
269-925-0001. 


































